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Humans have been telling 
stories and making things 

move for ages.



Eadweard 
Muybridge 
1878



2025



Interactivity and motion 
are baseline expectations 

for content in 2025.
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Animation can draw attention.



Why would we want 
data to move?

1 2 3

Motion can help transition:  
- between parts of a visualisation, 
- between different ideas,  
- between different aspects of the same data.



To Scale: TIME (Start at 3:00)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOVvEbH2GC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOVvEbH2GC0


Why all world maps are wrong (Start at 4:35)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIID5FDi2JQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIID5FDi2JQ


Warmup exercise
How would you transition from one chart to the 
other? Draw the 2 intermediate frames on paper.
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VIDEO: Animated Transitions in Statistical Data Graphics

https://vimeo.com/19278444
https://vimeo.com/19278444#t=5s


Why would we want 
charts to move?

1 2 3

Time can be used as a channel 
and can give you an additional 
dimension to play with.



SOURCE

https://www.instagram.com/p/C4h6zDDO3HT/


Much of what can be achieved 
with motion can also be done 

with interactive media.

Changes when you 
interact with it.

Changes on a 
fixed timeline.

INTERACTIVE VIDEO



drones.pitchinteractive.com

Similiar to a video, just 
created with code. 

Hover interactivity.

https://drones.pitchinteractive.com/


pudding.cool

User input is recorded 
and added to the 
dataset live!

https://pudding.cool/


Four Experiments in Handwriting with a Neural Network

User input is 
recorded and 
used to explain.

https://distill.pub/2016/handwriting/


You Draw It: What Got Better or Worse During Obama’s Presidency

User input shows 
difference 
between user’s 
mental model and 
reality.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/01/15/us/politics/you-draw-obama-legacy.html


“The universe is made 
of stories, not atoms.” 
—Muriel Rukeyser



significantobjects.com

https://significantobjects.com/
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Literacy



Graphicacy?

Literacy



the ability to understand and present 
information in the form of sketches, 

photographs, diagrams, maps, plans, charts, 
graphs and other non-textual formats.

Graphicacy



From numbers to narratives

GUEST 
LECTURE

NEEL LAKHWANI
Designer, Tibba Design Studio
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(also my brother)



Make the viewer think about 
data insights, not the method 

of representation or the 
technology


